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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 and national food laws are the central legal foundation for
food legislation in Belgium. Infringement of food regulations can lead to measures under
criminal law and consumer damage claims under civil law, whereby the final decision rests
with the courts. In Belgium, several independent organisations are involved in the risk
assessment of food and feed safety. However, there is no strict institutional separation of
risk assessment and risk management.  Risk assessments are published on the Internet
unless there are statutory provisions that prohibit it.
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