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The BMUV is responsible for preventing food safety risks resulting from anthropogenic
impacts from the air, water and soil (environmental contaminants). The ministry’s work is
supported by specialist authorities within its remit; these include the Federal Environmental
Agency (UBA), the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) and the Federal Office for
Radiation Protection (BfS). Effective environmental protection is key for the production of
healthy, largely uncontaminated food. The BMEL is responsible for all other areas of food
safety. The BfR and the BVL, the competent technical authorities in food safety, support the
BMEL and the BMUV in the performance of their respective tasks.
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